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The Canada-ASEAN Scholarships and Educational Exchanges· · 

for Development (SEED) program 

Guidelines 

The Canada-ASEAN Scholarships and Educational Exchanges for Development (SEED) program 

·aims to reduce poverty in the developing countries of ASEAN and to achieve the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable D·evelopment. 

Scholarships and educational exchanges will contribute towards aU Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs), including Goal 5 (Achieve gender equalio/ and empower all women and girls) 

through, for example, women's studies, political science, anthropology, and economics; and Goal 

13 (Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts) through, for example, 

environmental ·sciences/policy examining climate change mitigation and adaptation, energy, 

peatlands and other land use effects and strategies, and forestry. .· 
SEED scholarships are facilitated through institutional collaborations and student exchange 

agreements between Canadian and ASEAN Institutions. These agreements are created between 

colleges, technical or vocational institutions and universities. Students or researchers, hereby 

referred to as "candidates", remain registered as full-time students in their home institution during 

this exchange. 

Eligibility 

Candidates must be Citizens of an ASEAN member state (Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, 

Laos. (Lao People's · Democratic Republic (Lao PDR)), Malaysia, Myanmar, The Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand, or Vietnam). 

Candidates: 

-who have obtained Canadian citizenship or who have applied for permanent residency in Canada 

are not eligible; 

~ already participating in an exchange scholarship program funded by the Government of Canada 

are not eligible; 
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- already enrolled· in a degree or diploma program at a Canadian university or college are not 

eligible; 

- must be enrolled full-time at a post-secondary institution in an eligible country and paying any 

tuition fees regulated by that institution for the full duration of the exchange; 

- must choose a field of study or research that is aligned with, and contribute to, the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; 

- must submit a letter of intent (maximum one page) outlining how the chosen field of study or 

research contributes to the 2 0 3 0 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and how the candidate 

will apply the teaming ·to help combat poverty and narrow the development gap in the ASEAN 

region; and 
. . 

- must take the responsibility for applying for a study or work permit (generally a study permit is . ' 

required for course work and a work permit is required for research). 

Southeast Asian candidates 

Candidates interested in this scholarship program should contact their home institution to: 

- make their interest known; 

- find out if there is an existing institutional collaboration and student exchange agreement with 

a Canadian institution; and 

- request information about the .application process and selection criteria specific to th~ Canadian 

institution. 

Selected candidates are encouraged to: 

- ensure that they fulfill the requirements of the Canadian Institution including academic 

requirements and language proficiency; 

- initiate the process for the transfer of credits to their home institution as soon as their Canadian 

courses have been identified; and 

·- follow the procedures as outlined by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (generally 

a study permit is required for course work and a work permit is required for research). 

Supporting documents for application 

The following documents must be uploaded and attached to the online application form in one 

of the following formats: .pdf, .jpg, .doc, .docx, .txt or .gif. Each document must be .smaller than 

5MB in order for the application to upload successfully. 

) 
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- Proof of citizenship: a copy of the candidate's passport or national identity document with 

valid dates. N·ote: a driver's licence, permanent resident card, student card or baptism certificate 

is not accepted as proof of citizenship. 

·- Proof of full-time enrolment: a Letter in English or French from the home institution, on official 

letterhead dated within the last six months, confirming that the candidate is currently enrolled 
I . . 

in a futl-time program and will continue to be enrolled upon their return. Note: copies of 

·transcripts, a student card or letter of admission are not acceptable (maximum one page). 

- Letter of intent from the candidate: a letter in English or French explaining how undertaking 

the study/research in Canada will empower the student to apply the Learning to address the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development and how they !~tend to use this learning to help combat 
. . 

poverty and narrow the development gap in the ASEAN reg'1on in their future career. In the Letter 

. of intent, candidates must identify the Sustainable Development Goal that their proposed study 

or research ·in Canada would contribute to (maximum one page) .. 

- Letter of support from the home institution: a letter in English or French from the candidate's 

instructor, professor or .international director on the institution's official letterhead explaining the 

nature of study or research, how the candidate and the home institution will benefit from this 

scholarship program, and the i!lStltution's assessment of the candidate's commitment and 

capac~ty to use the program of study or research in Canada to h~lp combat poverty a.nd narr~w 

the development gap in the ASEAN region (half page). ' 

-Letter of invitation from the Canadian supervisor: applications for graduate students must 

include a letter from the Canadian supervisor indicating their willingness to support and mentor 

the candidate. This letter must be on institutional Letterhead, be in English or French, be signed 

and demonstrate the support for the candidate during the exchange period and demonstr(!te 

how the Canadian institution, supervisor and peers will benefit (half page). 

-Signed copy of Memorandum of Understanding or Agreement with the partner institution: 

a written agreement or understanding, in English or in French, signed by both institutions indicating 

that tuition fees will not be charged and containing any other clauses of mutual Interest. Note: a 

signed copy of this document is mandatory {or undergraduate and college appHcations. For 

graduate applications, if the exchan~e is made under a signed agreement, it is strongly suggested 

that it be included with the application. 

- Prive~cy Notice Statement: a ·copy of the Privacy . Notice Statement for non-Canadian 

participants signed by the candidate. 
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Scholarship Value and Duration 

Funding for SEED scholarships is made available by Global Affairs Canada through its legal title: 

~he Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development (DFATD). 

The Canadian institution will receive funding from DFATD for all successf~l candidates (students 

and researchers) in the form of a contribution agreement and will be responsible for providing 

the funds to scholarship recipients. 

The scholarship value varies depending on the duration and level of study. The· scholarship value 

for students is: 

- $8,700 CAN for college, undergraduate or graduate students (Master's and PhD) for a minimum 

of four months or one academic .term of study or research; 

- $11,200 CAN for graduate students (Master's and PhD) for a period offive to six months of study 

or research; or 

- $14,400 CAN for undergraduate and college students for a period of eight months or two academic 

terms of study or research. 

In addition to the funds allocated to the recipients by DFATD, the Canadian host institution may 

also claim $300 CAN per scholarship recipient to assist with administrative costs once the scholarship 

recipient arrives in Canada .. ,-

Eligible ~xpenses 

Canadian institutions will disburse scholarship funds to the scholarship recipient to contribute to 

the following costs: 

-visa and/or study/work permit fees; 

- airfare, for the scholarship recipient only, to Canada by the most direct and economical ro'ute 

and return airfare upon completion of the scholarship; 

· - health insurance; 

- living expenses; · 

· - ground transportation expenses, including a monthly public transportation pass; and 

- books and supplies required for the recipient's study or research, excluding computers and 

other equipment. 
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